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WILLIAM N. FORDES

     	From 1980 to 1985, Mr. Fordes served as an Assistant District Attorney in the office of Robert M. Morgenthau, New York County District Attorney.  Mr. Fordes argued numerous matters before the Appellate Divisions, the New York Court of Appeals, the United States District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York, and several appeals before the United States Circuit Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit; in addition, Mr. Fordes has conducted numerous felony trials.  In 1985 Mr. Fordes joined the firm of Gold & Wachtel, in which he practiced law until 1991, when he left the legal profession.

Mr. Fordes has served in various capacities in the entertainment industry, having begun his career on the Wolf Films/Universal Television/NBC TV series, "LAW & ORDER", initially as Legal Technical Advisor, later as Staff Writer, Story Consultant, Co-Producer, Supervising Producer and Co-Executive Producer.  He wrote or co-wrote over fifty episodes of the show in its much-vaunted twenty-year run.

     	The series received the Emmy Award as Best Dramatic Series, as well as five Silver Gavel Awards from the American Bar Association "in recognition of its outstanding contribution to public understanding of the American system of law" and an award for Outstanding Contribution in the Field of Public Information from the New York State Bar Association.  Mr. Fordes has been nominated for the Emmy Award, the Edgar Allan Poe Award from the Mystery Writers of America and the Humanitas Award from the Human Family Educational and Cultural Institute.  He has also been awarded the Jewish Televimage Award and numerous other industry awards.

	Mr. Fordes has also served as Co-Executive Producer on the John Wells/ABC series, “THE EVIDENCE,” and the Jerry Bruckheimer/CBS production, “CLOSE TO HOME” and has written pilots for various networks.  His short film, “DO NOT DISTURB,” won “Best Thriller” in the IFCT Awards in 2009.  

    	In addition to his work on “THE EVIDENCE” and “CLOSE TO HOME” and "LAW & ORDER", Mr. Fordes has written for the CBS Television Series "MANN & MACHINE" and has served as Consulting Producer on other television shows, including "LAW & ORDER: SPECIAL VICTIM'S UNIT" and “LAW & ORDER: CRIMINAL INTENT."  He has consulted on HOMICIDE: LIFE ON THE STREETS", "NEW YORK UNDERCOVER", "FEDS", "PLAYERS", and "THE WRIGHT VERDICTS" as well as several feature films, including "PRESUMED INNOCENT", based on the Scott Turow bestseller, starring Harrison Ford and the late Raul Julia.

   	Mr. Fordes has also written a play, “Telefoniquas,” which was staged at the Macha Theater in Los Angeles, in 2009.

	Mr. Fordes is represented by Chris Simonian, CAA, and Sean Davis, The Phoenix Organization.
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